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and called to account, and will be shy. But the great damage
is from the neglect or delay of the Treasury, which does not
pay. Honest contracts are not fairly treated by the Treas-
ury. Men are kept out of their money after due, wrong-
fully. I had the material, and began the preparation, for a
pretty strong statement to Mr. Chase at the time he re-
signed.

Very mischievous efforts are being made in some quar-
ters to injure the President and assist Chase by reason of
his going out. I know nothing of the particulars from either
of them, but I feel a conviction that the country is bene-
fited by Mr. Chase's retirement. His longer continuance
in the Treasury would have been a calamity. It would have
been better could he have left earlier.

July 8, Friday. The War Department keeps very close
as to matters at Harper's Ferry and vicinity. There is
either little knowledge of what is doing, or a very great
reluctance to communicate. Mr. Felton, President of the
Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore R. R. sends me a
letter by private hands, stating that while he was not
alarmed, he desired a gunboat at Gunpowder Creek, etc.,
to protect railroad property. Sent Fox to inquire of Gen-
eral Halleck as to the necessity. General H. thinks it un-
necessary; but will advise us in season if wanted. Beyond
this nothing is communicated.

Stanton tells me that he has no idea the Rebels are in
any force above, and should not give them a serious
thought, but that Grant says he thinks they are in force,
without, however, giving his reasons or any facts. The
President has been a good deal incredulous about a very
large army on the upper Potomac, yet he begins to mani-
fest anxiety. But he is under constraint, I perceive, such as
I know is sometimes imposed by the dunderheads at the
War Office, when they are in a fog, or scare, and know not
what to say or do. It is not natural or the way of the Pre-
sident to withhold information, or speculation at such times,